ATLANTIC BEACH BOARDWALK
Typical boardwalks, with long continuous walkways can be monotonous, confining and relentlessly linear. This project
figuratively “shakes up” this linear approach and transforms the Atlantic Beach Boardwalk from mere circulation into
a series of destinations each with its own character. More than just an access point to the beach, this boardwalk will,
once again, be a hub of activity suitable for all, from the youngest child to the oldest senior, from the most local patron
to the most distant traveler.
Our design reflects the rich history of fun and play in the area –amusement park rides, music festivals, dancing venues
– and generates an active seaside environment that celebrates the past with a forward-looking project. The central aim
of the proposal is to create a diverse set of unique spaces for play, gathering, and relaxation within the heart of Atlantic
Beach. This is accomplished by several deck ‘clusters’ which intersect the linear boardwalk on the ocean side and
provide focal points where beach-going activities and art combine in a unique ensemble only found at Atlantic Beach.
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GROUND ART | To give the project a unique visual identity, colorful graphic zones would be painted directly onto the ground. We
chose shades of blue and white to reflect the area’s connection to the ocean and the sky. This is a fast, inexpensive, and transformative
strategy to create a vibrant public realm. Many such visual interventions have been implemented in Europe and throughout the USA
in the past few years (Asphalt Art Initiative is one such example), either through community involvement or with the use of simple
GPS guided robots. The painted graphics could be replicated on adjacent sidewalks on Atlantic Blvd to activate the streets with this
low-cost yet visually impactful strategy. The Point Area would expand these efforts into a third dimension. We envision a place for
three-dimensional interactive installations surrounded by seating and palm trees. A possible bi-annual open competition for artists
to re-envision the entry point to Atlantic Beach could raise awareness and interest in the area.
ORGANIZATION | The boardwalk is subdivided into three programmatic zones. The east part is calmer, with places for relaxation, rest and
observation of nature. The west part is more active, focused on games and play, with public restrooms housing open air showers and is a primary
access point from the adjacent parking lot. The central Pavilion is a multifunctional zone that can accommodate large gatherings during events.
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GAMES AND PLAY

GAME CLUSTER | The Game Deck on the west side holds a series of
fun group games such as checkers, corn hole, and floor chess, which are
positioned along its eastern side, while its wester side provides direct
ADA access to the beach through a sloped surface (1:20). The adjacent
Activity Deck can hold a variety of group classes, from yoga, samba, or
aerobics, with a large staircase and an uninterrupted view of the ocean.
A shading structure unifies both areas.

GYM DECK | Outdoor exercise equipment is like a playground for
adults. The Gym Deck encourages exercisers to get some fresh air (with
an ocean view!) while building strength with a variety of bodyweight
exercises, gymnastics, and calisthenics. With a combination of pull-up
bars, adult size set of monkey bars, parallel bars, decline sit-up benches
and push-up bars of varying heights, the Gym Deck motivates beach
goers to build a healthy and active lifestyle centered around the beach.
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GREEN BUFFER | Roughly 15 feet of newly planted vegetation separates the elevated boardwalk from the private ocean-front
properties. The change in elevation between the new boardwalk and the existing front yards of the beach homes is resolved through
a few short steps, connecting the boardwalk to the gates. The ground runs uninterrupted below, with newly re-planted sand dune
vegetation, which helps anchor the sand and make the ground more resistant to erosion.
MATERIALITY | The goal is to create a dialogue between the warmth and familiarity of wood with the resiliency and lightness of
metal. By pairing the traditional feel of a wooden boardwalk with more contemporary shading structures and guardrails, their light
and airy appearance complements existing white ocean-front properties. Standardized perforated metal panels and open-web steel
joists provide a cost-effective and performance-optimized solution for the shading structures, which would be prefabricated and
painted off site. Likewise, the durable, low maintenance, aluminum handrail system would ship in prefabricated sections and can be
easily installed by non-specialized labor.
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GATHERING & EVENTS

FAMILY CLUSTER | The Playground Deck has it all – a palm-tree
mountain, a water circle splash pad, squishy rubber areas and objects
to hide-in! With a large shaded structure, the Playground Deck is
strategically located next to the Picnic Deck where parents can keep
an eye on their children. As one of the most direct areas accessed from
Atlantic Blvd, the Picnic Deck also displays information about the history
of the Boardwalk, its people and its structures. The graphic art connects
the two decks and incorporates with the various playground activities.

THE PAVILION | With a simple but generous shading structure, The
Pavilion is the focal feature. Its elevated stage is separated by large steps
that can act as a perfect people-watching spot overlooking the beach
when The Pavilion is not in use. During music performances, the ample
surrounding area transforms into a dance floor, while the back storage
wall also houses a projector that back-projects onto fabric during movie
screenings. Flanked on both sides are easily accessible food truck areas
connected with ADA accessible ramps and staircases.
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REST AND RELAX

RELAX CLUSTER | With its calming mist fountain, the Mist Deck cools
the area during hot summer days. Adjacent to the Palm Grove Deck,
the boardwalk area transitions to a relaxing environment for beachgoers where they can lounge and sunbathe among the cooling mist or
enjoy some rest in the naturally shaded zone below the palm trees. With
another ADA accessible shallow ramp, the lounging gently spills onto
the adjacent sand.

GARDEN ECO-DECK | Learning about and observing our natural
environment encourages our appreciation of it and its protection. The
furthest-east Garden Eco-Deck is a peaceful contemplative area where
visitors can rest surrounded by various types of native plants, planted
in pots and small garden patches and partially shaded by a shading
structure, while information plaques encourage beach goers to learn
about the ecology of the Atlantic Beach area and its preservation.

